Thus, the I.S.L. is presented in these accounts as either the C.P.S.A. in embryo, or, the C.P.S.A. in fact. This enables studies to concern themselves with the perceived strengths and weaknesses of the I.S.L's "Marxism" 18 . In the historiography associated with C.P.S.A. and S.A.C.P.
leaders and intellectuals (Bunting, Cope, Cronin, Foreman, Lerumo, and the Simons), the I.S.L. is typically praised for being in step with international developments of the anti-war Marxist minorities:
thus, the I.S.L. is typically praised for developing an anti-war analysis "closely approaching the stand In this manner, the early history of socialism is assimilated to its later developments; meanwhile, the perceived imperfections of the earlier period are reduced to passing maladies whose critique and cure occurs in the fullness of time through a clarification of Marxist theory under the guidance of the correct leadership. Like the history of socialism in China, which has been reduced to the "progressive evolution of a correct socialism under the guidance of Mao Zedong or the Communist Party"
21
, the history of socialism in South Africa has thus often been reduced to an account of the C.P.S.A.'s struggle to develop the correct relationship with nationalist forces. In this struggle, the I.S.L.
constitutes a first step in the right direction.
I will draw attention to some of the specific flaws in the assessments of the I.S.L. developed in the C.P.S.A. historiography later. At this point, however, it is worth noting that there are both methodological and substantive errors with the approach thus far outlined. Most immediately, the teleology it embodies is unacceptable: simply because the C.P.S.A. and A.N.C. formed an alliance does not mean that such an alliance was inevitable, necessary, or correct. Embedded in this version of I.S.L., then C.P.S.A., then S.A.C.P., development is an implicit denial of the validity of non-Marxist positions and pre-A.N.C./S.A.C.P. alliance politics. Thorpe, in his exemplary pioneering study of revolutionary syndicalist internationalism, distinguishes between two main streams in the socialist tradition 24 . The first stream is "political" socialism, associated most notably, but not exclusively, with the Marxist tradition, which advocates a "a political battle against capitalism waged through ... centrally organised workers' parties aimed at seizing and utilising State power to usher in socialism". "Libertarian" socialism, by contrast, argued that socialism could not come through the State: anarchists such as Mikhail Bakunin argued that any attempt to use the State for progressive social change would fail, either resulting in co-option of the revolutionaries, or in the substitution of a "red bureaucracy" for the capitalist elite.
Revolutionary syndicalism, a form of libertarian socialism directly rooted in the anarchist movement of the 1860s-70s
25
, took this position to its logical conclusion. Revolutionary syndicalism {literally, "revolutionary trade (or industrial) unionism", "syndicalism" being the French for "unionism")
argued that the working class could only emancipate itself from capitalism and the State through the formation of revolutionary trade unions which would perform a dual role: in the short-term, the trade in the long-term the revolutionary trade unions would provide the vehicle through which the workers will seize direct control of the means of production in a revolutionary general strike (or lockout of the capitalist class"), replacing the political State and the capitalist system with socialism, workers selfmanagement and socialist economics 26 . Unions were, the revolutionary syndicalists argued, the best weapons for socialist revolution, given that they mobilised workers as a class at the point of production on the basis of their class interests, and against capitalism and the State. By contrast, political parties -including labour and socialist parties -were typically multi-class institutions led by non-workers: in practice these parties used workers as passive voters in a futile quest to use the capitalist government for socialist transformation.
Divisions between political and libertarian socialism became clearly defined in the split in the 27 The collapse of the First International is often given as 1873. This is, however, the date of the collapse of the Marxist faction, whose only Congress -held in Geneva that year-was "as the Bolshevik historian Steckloff admitted, 'a pitiful affair' attended almost entirely by Swiss an German exiles in Switzerland" . The majority "Anti-Authoritarian" section -which was not purely anarchist, but was certainly dominated by anarchism-held its final congress in 1877 (see G. Woodcock, 1975 30 The role of disenchantment with the dominant labour strategy in the rise of revolutionary syndicalism from the 1890s is comprehensively discussed in M. van der Linden and W. Thorpe, 1990 , "The Rise and Fall of Revolutionary Syndicalism" in Marcel van der Linden and Wayne Thorpe (editors), op cit.
As a result, anarchism-through revolutionary syndicalism-was able to break out of the isolation in which it had languished in many countries in the 1880s and 1890s due to repression and the unpopular tactic of "propaganda by the deed" (which included a spate of assassinations of prominent elite figures) 31 . It was also able to capitalise on the weaknesses of the Second International to present itself as a viable mass-based alternative socialist movement. In the case of China, the result of the assimilation of socialist history to the history of the ), the Pretoria Socialist Society, and the Social Democratic Party in Durban.
Bringing with them experiences and traditions of labour and socialist organising from their home countries, these militants stepped into a context in which capitalism had been constructed upon relations of colonial domination. South Africa's industrial revolution followed the discovery of rich deposits of diamonds in 1867, followed by the discovery of the world's largest gold bearing reef in 1886. The result was the rapid emergence of a substantial mining sector emerged in this previously marginal, agriculturally based area of the world. The resultant inflow of capital and labour reshaped the political economy and international relations of the area that would become unified as the British Facing the new bourgeoisie stood a new working class made up of workers from across the world. The majority of this proletariat were African workers, whose labour was forced into the market through hut taxes, labour taxes, land restrictions, and other State interventions 39 . However, African workers were not "free labour" in the classical sense at this point. On the one hand, African workers were typically male migrants employed in industry on contract of limited duration, sometimes lasting a year, following which they returned to their rural homes and families. They were not, therefore, fully separated from the means of production, a fact advantageous to employers in that it allowed the payment of "bachelor wages" on the grounds that the worker's family subsisted by farming. On the other hand, African workers were also subject to a battery of coercive labour practices ranging from indenture laws, to pass controls over movement, housing in tightly regulated closed compounds. From 1896 the mines also recruited their African workers through low-wage monopsonic labour agencies controlled by the Chamber of Mines.
All of these mechanisms operated to suppress worker organisation, and to hold wages at the extremely low levels needed to make the Witwatersrand's vast amounts of low-grade ore profitable on In addition to the 195,000 Africans on the mines in 1913 {concentrated in actual mining work, but also including clerks and police), the labour force on the Witwatersrand also included an estimated 37,000 African workers in domestic service, and 6,000 Africans in factories, workshops and . Living costs on the Rand were also high, housing was poor and expensive, and the ravages of silicosis affected White and African miners alike: in the first decade of the 1900s, the average working life of Witwatersrand miners was estimated at to be on average an incredible twenty-eight years shorter than that of the average "male" population 49 . It would, moreover, be a mistake to identify the White working class as a whole with the miners and artisans: a population of at least 200,000 unskilled "poor whites" -drawn from the rural poor extruded by the commercialisation of agriculture-had emerged in the cities by the early 1920s, whilst wages and conditions in non-mining sectors tended to be lower. In addition, the White workers were vulnerable to employer undercutting of jobs and conditions through the use of cheap, servile African labour. Throughout its existence, the l.S.L. would maintain a resolute opposition to the war, which it characterised as no more than a conflict between contending capitalist groups. of existence" of "the whole ruling class of the earth, including South Africa", argued an I.S.L.
manifesto, inevitably led to "universal conflict": "its competition for economic predominance on the most gigantic scale, its race for control of world markets to absorb the ever increasing over-production and for sources of raw material and cheap labour, wherewith to produce yet more, coupled with its continual degradation of the great mass of humanity ... MUST necessarily and always produce worldconflict"
53
. Instead of being tricked by "Imperialistic claptrap" into "bleeding in their masters' cause", workers should refuse to take sides in the conflict, and cleave only to their own class's struggle for freedom.
However, while the war was a key factor dividing the I. Parliament is after all only a house. Its function is to regulate and adjust the Capitalists system, and to legislate the necessary violence for its preservation. But whichever power controls industry can dispense with parliament in extremity and remain unscathed. . In contrast to the "disease" of "Civilisation", which began with the "crack of the slave drivers' whip" and private property, the superstructure of the socialist system will have "no room for government, as only slaves require to be kept in subjection; no room for laws, as no restriction will be required in a society of social equals; no soldiers or policemen, who are only required to enforce class made rules" 61 .
At mines were seen as methods of "knee haltering" the workers devised by "noodles" in the "Dung Market" of parliament with the aim of promoting worker loyalty to the firm 70 .
State ownership of industry was criticised as a "fantastic scheme" that could at best lead to "State Serfdom", a "servile State" run by "officials in uniforms and brass buttons": the "transformation into State ownership will not do away with the capitalistic nature of production and distribution" but rather "the more it becomes the national capitalist, the more citizens does it exploit, and the workers remain wage slaves without any control over their conditions of Labour" 
I.S.L. to the Marxist tradition, but also lends itself to teleological discourses of the history of South
African socialism as a linear progression towards the "correct socialism", which I outlined earlier.
Overall, then, the influence of revolutionary syndicalism on the I.S.L. has not been examined and explicated, most accounts confining themselves to a few asides on the matter which fail to draw links 70 The International, 25 February 1916, "Mineworkers and Political Action"; 24 March 1916, "Scab Manufacture"; cf. also 2 March 1917, "The Mineworkers to be Made a Scab Union". These critiques failed to raise the issue of racial bias in the allocation of welfare benefits. Nonetheless, the quiescence of the White working class from the 1920s to the 1980s, which was at least in part the product of growing (relative) prosperity due to such factors as State promotion of White employment, and expanding (and racist) welfare services, would seem to confirm the essential thrust of the I.S.L. critique. 71 The Internationa/, As a direct consequence of its revolutionary syndicalist politics, the I.S.L. argued that the existing (White) South African trade and craft unions were unsuited to the emancipation of the working class. This critique underlined the distance between the I.S.L. and the "White Labour" tradition that was consolidating itself in South Africa. The White unions were castigated as bureaucratic and divisive of the working class: they typically organised on a craft basis, generally excluded all unskilled workers, and as a rule excluded African workers. Craft unions divided the forces of the working class, and allowed small sections to be bought off by capital and turned against the mass of workers 80 . Craft unionism was also singularly inappropriate in an age of characterised by the "combination of capital" into giant corporations and trusts, and the formation of powerful employers' associations 81 . Craft unions had "no earthly hope" of opposing such associations: "One big union is the only form of organisation powerful enough to oppose the united organisation of the capitalist class, a class conscious union of workers to oppose the class conscious association of employers".
With what seems in retrospect almost prophetic insight. bailiffs for capitalism for the better hoodwinking of the mass" or "giving up their craft and colour vanity and throwing in their lot with their fellow workers" in the struggle for the "control and administration of industry by the workers" 82 . In the former case the artisans would be co-opted as a "closed guild of favoured White workers to police it over the bottom dog, the great mass of the unskilled", both Black and White 93 .
Thus, not only was the South African Mineworkers Union taken to task for its bureaucratic structure, its craft organisation, and its exclusion of African workers but it was accused of aiming to sell out to the Chamber of Mines and become a "Scab Union of suborned well-fed slaves, the like of which has yet been seen in South Africa" 84 . The Engine Drivers on the mines were condemned for "craft scabbery" when they accepted a small raise in return for signing a five year no-strike pledge:
"no class conscious Engine Driver should barter away the working class for an extra one and eight pence" 85 . The mechanics' Union was accused of "scabbing on Judas" for making a similar deal: Judas at least "demanded thirty pieces as his price"
86
. While pleased with the amalgamation of a number
White craft unions into a Building Workers Industrial Union in mid-1916, The International ("at the risk of being thought hypercritics") asked if the new union admit the "coloured fellow workers"? "A generous declaration of solidarity will all workers is the only true test" of an industrial union 67 .
The alternative to racially exclusionary craft unionism was all-inclusive industrial unionism:
here the artisan would be placed "side by side with the poor white labourer, and ... the native, in organisation" 86 . How could the I.S.L. reconcile this hope with its belief in capitalism's ability to co-opt skilled workers and craft unions? It is clear that an assumption that any gains secured by "selling out"
would be, at best, transitory. "The vanity of the craft unionists", opined The International, "blinds them to the process which was levelling all, skilled and unskilled, before the great lord of machinery"
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.
Unskilled White and African labour would take over the tasks of the craftsman as dilution took place.
Moreover, cheap African labour would exert a downward pressure on high White wages. Andrews argued: "All segregation schemes are doomed to failure. We must either lift the Native up to the White The solution, then, was not job protection or the colour bar (the S.A.L.P. approach), but the exact opposite: the unification of all workers into industrial unions, and the lifting of African workers to the "political and industrial status" of the White; equal rights for all would undermine divisions between workers and lay the basis for socialism and freedom. It should, however, be noted that the I.S.L.
argued that the homogenisation and deskiliing of labour would facilitate workers' unity, it would not by itself automatically lay the basis for socialist revolution 93 : whereas proletarian unity was a necessity, it was not the necessary product of "economics" (the development of the forces of production), but had, African capitalism to its foundations. Then and not till then will we be able to talk about the South African Proletariat in our international relations. Not until we free the native can we hope to free the white. In revolutionary Syndicalist theory it is through political education and the aegis of the industrial union itself that the working class is formed as an active social force. To cite Rocker, the trade union is "the elementary school of Socialism in general" in which the worker "becomes aware of his strength", gaining a "definite direction" for "social activities", and "through direct and unceasing warfare with the supporters of the present system" developing "the ethical concepts without which any social transformation is impossible: vital solidarity with their fellows in destiny and moral responsibility for their own action""(n. 96 The International, 1 October 1995, "The Parting of the Ways" What was required was a "new movement" which would overcome the "bounds of Craft and race and sex": "founded on the rock of the meanest proletarian who toils for a master" the new movement must be "as wide as humanity" and "recognise no bounds of craft, no exclusions of colour" 97 . Ultimately, "Socialism can only be brought about by all the workers coming together on the industrial field to take the machinery of production into their own hands and working it for the good of all... the man who talks about a Socialism which excludes nine-tenths of the workers is not being honest with himself
98
. Racism, then, was against both the immediate and the ultimate interests of all workers.
The argument that White workers were harmed by the existence of a coerced African labour force is rather more plausible than the Simons " claim. In South Africa, at least, there is some evidence that the conditions of the "poor Whites" ( The phrases used by the I.S.L, such as "Industrial Union", "industrial democracy", "cooperative commonwealth", "craft scabbery" and "labour fakers" clearly indicate the influence of I.W.W. . De Leon now stated that the notion of socialist transformation through parliament was "a more gigantic Utopia than Fourier or Owen ever dreamed of, based as it was on reliance of a small clique of elected officials beyond the direct control of the working class, officials who were, moreover, operating in the context of the State apparatus which had been specifically "built up in the course of centuries of class rule for the purpose of protecting and maintaining the domination of the particular class which happens to be on top" 107 .
Consequently, the working class could only emancipate itself through "Industrial unionism, an economic weapon, against which all the resources of capital .., will be ineffective and impotent" 108 .
The "Industrial Unions will furnish the administrative machinery for directing industry in the socialist commonwealth" after the "general lock out of the capitalist class" 109 and "razing" of the political State to the ground 110 . The Industrial Unions were to build in opposition to existing craft unions, denounced as sectional groupings led by treacherous labour fakers" 111 . Self-management in industry would be impossibility under the State, whose electoral districts were based on regional demarcations; only on industrial lines could workers organise control over the different sectors of the economy 112 .
In contrast to most revolutionary syndicalists, however, the De Leonites explicitly called on workers to take part in electoral activity and vote for the Socialist Labour Party. However, the "political movement is absolutely the reflex of economic organisation", meaning that a strong party could only be built, or win elections, if backed by a powerful revolutionary industrial unionist movement 113 . Seats in parliament were not, however, an end in themselves. Rather, running in elections served three primary functions: it provided a means of spreading socialist propaganda, the party running on the single plank of abolishing the wage system; it provided an "thermometer" of socialist strength in that popular support for socialism could be gauged through election results; and, finally, it was argued that a socialist majority in parliament would be able to paralyse, and then adjourn, the capitalist state, on the day of the "general lockout of the capitalists class" by the revolutionary industrial unions In elections, then, the party would not produce a "big genealogical tree of two-penny reforms", but run on a single issue: "the demand for the complete destruction of the Capitalists system by the industrial combinations of the workers" 125 . After all, "government by the State is only necessary because there is an exploited class in society"
125 .
" The International, 6 September 1918, "Socialism and Violence" 125 The International, "Facing North by South" 126 The International^ August 1916
On occasion, the I.S.L. also suggested that "vigorous political action" backed by revolutionary industrial unions could also "sweep away" the "chief barriers to efficient working class solidarity".
These included the "denial of equal civil liberty to the natives" and the cheap labour system based on compounds and indenture 127 . Even so, argued The International, "political action" was at most the "foliage" of the "Industrial tree" 126 .
Although the I.S.L. had a revolutionary syndicalist ideology, it did make occasional, and often favourable, references to Marx and Engels, although readers were referred to De Leon's works for Thus, the claim that from the time of the Russian Revolution, the "entire outlook" of the I.S.L.
became "ever more deeply coloured by ... the teachings of Lenin" 164 is not convincing. While Roux was undoubtedly correct when he noted that "the Bolshevik revolution in Russia [was] welcomed by the South African socialist as tangible proof of the ultimate triumph of their faith" 165 , it must be noted that the "faith" thus vindicated was not at that stage Bolshevism but revolutionary syndicalism. Finally,
given that the Russian Revolution in fact moved in a rather different direction to that envisaged by syndicalism, the I.S.L.'s interpretations at this point are somewhat difficult to reconcile with the claim by some of the literature that one of the main achievements of the I.S.L. was the "unerring accuracy"
of its analyses of the monumental events of 1917 166 . 167 The He stated that "they can do it only [by] coming together and at the end of the month ... refuse to go and register their pass at the pass office": "the native affairs [Department] cannot arrest the whole lot of them" and would be forced to "abolish the pass laws". Once the passes were destroyed, the African workers should organise "into one Union" and launch a general strike across the Wttwatersrand for higher wages 181 . Dunbar said the "thing they are trying to do is to make ... both black and white ... get the same wages because they are both workers" 152 . If workers were arrested, the strikers should demand their release. "If we strike for everything", Dunbar continued, "we can get everything ... If we can only spread the matter far and wide amongst the natives, we can easily unite" 
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